
Matt Harber: The Basic Platter
Demonstration & Hands-On Class
Saturday, May 9, 2020 
Club Demonstration: 10 am to noon 
Hands-On Class: 12:30 pm to 5 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Club Demonstration: 10 am to noon

The demonstration will begin with a band-sawn round blank, approximately 8” in diameter, that  
has had a 2.5” recess put into the bottom with a forstner bit. The small recess will hold the platter  
in expanded jaws for most of the demonstration. The blank will be trued.

The platter will be turned, top, then bottom. Discussion will include scraping, shear scraping, and  
shearing cuts—when to use each on this project, and why.  

Discussion will also include design possibilities and intentions: pleasing shapes—what works, what 
doesn’t; platter use possibilities: decoration only; practical use; some of both; a table center piece. 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Hands-On Class: 12:30 pm to 5 pm, Cost $60 

Participants will be coached through platter turning and shaping. Techniques and tools will include 
those shown in the Club Demonstration above, and will follow the Club Demonstration steps and 
process. A variety of add-on ideas will be available (like how to do face groove burning). 

Pizza Lunch provided. (See What To Bring and Registration instructions on the back.)

West Michigan Woodturners Presents



 
WHAT TO BRING

—Face Shield (Required) Must be worn any time your lathe is running
—Respirator 
—Deep-fluted bowl gouge 
—Small bowl gouge 
—Skew 
—Detail gouge 
—Parting tools (normal, thin)  
—Lathe Light, nice to have
—Maybe texturing tools, also, as decoration

At the end, the platter bottom will be completed on Cole Jaws. The entire platter can be made  
with only the deep-fluted bowl gouge.
 
REGISTRATION

Reservation begin at 8 am February 25. To reserve your place in the hands-on class, email  
Tracy Makovec, tmakovec@sbcglobal.net.You will receive a conformation and instructions on  
how to pay your tuition to secure your place. 
 
LOCATION

The demonstration and hands-on class will be held at the club meeting place,  
the United Methodist Church, 3140 North 3rd Street, Kalamazoo, Michigan, 49009. 


